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Chip Eade and Averil Roberts  

Sophie Shu (L) and Hanna Squire  
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Seo Dong 

Chul  

(Korea) 
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Alan Tomlinson  
showing his trademark 
follow-through. Alan took 
home the Over 70 Men’s 
Singles and Men’s 
Doubles with Harry Dye . 
 
This step to the Over 
70’s adds of course to 
Alan’s 4 open men’s 
singles titles between 
1959 –1972, the over 45 
singles 1982 & 1983 and 
over 55 in 1995 & 1996. 
 
Alan probably tried to 
hide his grin following 
his huge success in a 
recent  Australian Quiz 
show. Congratulations 
Alan. 
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Malcolm Darroch  
Bill Sorby           Harry Dye 

Right: 
L/R: Mornica Li, Jenny Hung,  

Wu Chen, Remi Nishikawa,  Hanna Squire,  Michelle McCarthy 
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Phillip Xiao 
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Terry 
Cockfield 

Right:  Villa Yan (L) & Helen Chen 
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Open                Winner                              Singles Runner Up  
Men's Singles  Seo Dong Chul (KOR)               Lee Jung Jae (KOR) 
Women's Singles     Anna Lee (C)                      Yang Jiang (C) 
Men's Doubles       Seo Dong Chul & Yoo Chang Jae  (KOR) 
Women's Doubles     K Li & S Shu (NH/A) 
Mixed Doubles       S Laugesen & K Li (A/NH) 
B Grade  
Men's Singles       Wayne Gear (A)                    Jonathan Yam (C) 
Women's Singles     Sarah Ho (WK)                     Monique Neal (NH) 
Men's Doubles       A Rieper & A Wilson (W/O) 
Women's Doubles     S Ho & F Li (A) 
C Grade 
Men's Singles       Blair Paterson (MN)               Bruce Kaihe-Sayers (CM) 
Women's Singles     Jessica MacAskill (S)             Lauren Watling (W) 
Men's Doubles       G Gordon & B Paterson (MN) 
Women's Doubles     J MacAskill & B Tait (S/MN) 
Over 70 years  
Men's Singles       Alan Tomlinson (A)                Dennis Galvin (WT) 
Men's Doubles       H Dye & A Tomlinson (A) 
Over 65 years  
Men's Singles       Nam Hang Lee (A)                  Terry Cockfield (NH) 
Women's Singles     Barbara Dye (WT)                  Margaret McGregor (WT) 
Men's Doubles       T Cockfield & D Glass (NH/C) 
Mixed Doubles       B Otene & M McGregor (WT) 
Over 55 years  
Men's Singles       Patrick Low (A)                   Bryan McConnochie (W) 
Women's Singles     Val Beaver (NH)                   Averil Roberts (W) 
Men's Doubles       B McConnochie & W Weinstock (W/A) 
Women's Doubles     V Beaver & J Murray (NH) 
Mixed Doubles       B McConnochie & V Beaver (W/NH) 
Over 45 years  
Men's Singles       Kevin Barry (CM)                  John Fogarty (O) 
Women's Singles     Val Beaver (NH)                   Christine Cunningham (NH) 
Men's Doubles       K Barry & G Rau (CM) 
Women's Doubles     V Beaver & A Roberts (NH/W) 
Mixed Doubles       R Winkley & A Roberts (HB/W) 
Over 35 years  
Men's Singles       Malcolm Darroch (C)               Alan Pedley (C) 
Women's Singles     Hilary Low (CM)                   Sabine Westenra (W) 
Men's Doubles       M Darroch & A Pedley (C) 
Women's Doubles     V Beaver & A Roberts (NH/W) 
Mixed Doubles       A Pedley & K Allen (C/MN) 
Under 21 years  
Men's Singles       Brad Chen (NH)                    Simon Wallace (C) 
Women's Singles     Sophie Shu (A)                    Wu Chen (C) 
Men's Doubles       Lee Jung Jae & K Samson (KOR/C) 
Women's Doubles     Li Tong & Wu Chen (C) 
Mixed Doubles       J Cordue & Li Tong (C) 
Under 19 years  
Boys' Singles        Andy Huang (A)                    Simon Wallace (C) 
Girls' Singles      Wu Chen (C)                       Hanna Squire (W) 
Boys' Doubles       J Alexandre & S Wallace (A/C) 
Girls' Doubles      M McCarthy & H Squire (W) 
Mixed Doubles       S Wallace & Wu Chen (C) 
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Under 17 years  
Boys' Singles       Nathan Lowe (A)                   Steven Zeng (A) 
Girls' Singles      Wu Chen (C)                       Hanna Squire (W) 
Boys' Doubles       A Rieper & H Tapp  (W) 
Girls' Doubles      M McCarthy & H Squire (W) 
Mixed Doubles       N Lowe & Wu Chen (A/C) 
Under 15 years  
Boys' Singles       Steven Zeng (A)                   Alize Belrose (PYF) 
Girls' Singles      Sophie Shu ( A)                    Jenny Hung (C) 
Boys' Doubles       S Zeng & T Zeng (A) 
Girls' Doubles      J Hung & S Shu (C/A) 
Mixed Doubles       S Zeng & J Hung (A/C) 
Under 13 years  
Boys' Singles       Phillip Xiao (A)                  Terry Zeng (A) 
Girls' Singles      Helen Chen (NH)                   Villa Yan (WK) 
Boys' Doubles       P Xiao & T Zeng (A) 
Girls' Doubles      H Chen & V Yan  (NH/WK) 
Mixed Doubles       J Wang & V Yan (WK) 

NZ Open – Team Winners   
   
Open    
Men’s A Grade Auckland 1  P Craven, A Huang, S Laugesen, B Zhu, J Alexandre 
Men’s B Grade Auckland 2  L Yang, A Gong, L Sheck, W Gear, N Lowe 
Men’s C Grade Counties Manukau    Q Hoete, G Hoete, J Barnard 
Women Canterbury 1  A Lee, T Li, J Yang 
Veteran   
Over 45 men Wellington 1  L Ward, B McConnochie, C Talbot 
Over 45 women North Harbour 1  V Beaver, J Murray 
Over 55 men Auckland 1  P Low, J Zhang 
Over 65 men North Harbour  B Sorby, T Cockfield 
Junior   
Boys U19 A Grade Auckland 1  A Huang, N Lowe, S Zeng, B Zhu, J Alexandre 
Boys U19 B Grade Waikato   M Veen, Y Liu, Y Yuen 
Girls U 19 Canterbury  M Li, J Hung, C Wu 
Boys U15 A Grade Auckland  M Wu, T Zeng, P Xiao, M Lowe 
Boys U15 B Grade Waikato   E Cook, J Wang, W Thomson, J SIngh 
Boys U15 C Grade Canterbury 2  P Wang, D Hyun, T Davey 
Girls U 15 Auckland  S Ho, E Yang, A Lu, S Shu 

L/R: Bruce Kaihe-Sayers, Blair 
Paterson, Mark Nalder 

Peter Craven & Tammy Gough Photos: Adrian Soh 
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Getting it Right With Expedite         By Alan Moore 
  
A very interesting, but seldom understood part of the Laws of Table Tennis is the Expedite 
System. Most players will never have direct contact with the specifics of this system, but 
that is no reason why we all should not have a better understanding of what is involved. 
 
The expedite rule was brought in to shorten the duration of matches between two defensive 
players of similar ability.  In days gone by rallies to determine one point could last for 
extended periods of time. To the purist this just added to the interest in the game as each 
player sought advantage over the other – either by wearing them down or relying on a 
mistake being made. Rallies of over an hour in length were not uncommon and must have 
caused scheduling nightmares for tournament organisers. 
 
The expedite rule has undergone several changes over the years, most recently to 
accommodate the 11 point game. But essentially the intent has been the same throughout: 
the server  must endeavour to win  a point before the 13th good return  has been made by 
the receiver .  
 
The Laws of Table Tennis define the system as follows: 
 

 2.15.1 Except where both players or pairs have scor ed at least 9 points, the 
expedite system shall come into operation if a game  is unfinished 
after 10 minutes play or at any earlier time at the  request of both 
players or pairs 

2.15.1.1 If the ball is in play when the time limit  is reached, play shall be 
interrupted by the umpire and shall resume with the  service by the 
player who served in the rally that was interrupted . 

2.15.1.2 If the ball is not in play when the time l imit is reached, play shall 
resume with service by the player who received in t he immediately 
preceding rally. 

2.15.2 Thereafter, each player shall serve for 1 po int in turn until the end of 
the game and if the receiving player or pair makes 13 good returns 
the receiver shall score a point. 

 2.15.3    Once introduced, the expedite system sha ll remain in operation   
until the end of the match. 

 
An important fact to remember is that even if a game runs past the 10 minute time limit, as 
long as the score of 9-9 or more has been reached, the next game starts under normal 
conditions of play.  
 
Three Examples 
I have recently been involved on three occasions where the expedite system was invoked. 
In each case the administration of the system left something to be desired. A finger is not 
pointed at any official and I am using these instances purely to illustrate how difficult it is to 
cope with the variables involved in the system and its implementation. 
 
Match One, between two very good defensive players at an NZ Open Women’s event: 
Although the referee had warned me to be prepared to act as “stroke counter”, I was not as 
well prepared as I thought. Questions such as (1) where to stand (2) how loudly to 
announce each stroke number (3) whether to count as the ball was struck, just after it was 
struck, or when the return was seen to be good. These questions were buzzing in my mind 
as I approached the table. A quick word from the referee answered most of them, but set 
me thinking about my lack of knowledge of the system.  �  
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At the time of the match I had already passed my regional umpires exam and felt I had a 
pretty fair grasp of the rules, but apparently not! I now understand that any match official 
called on to be involved in this situation should be well briefed beforehand. The answers to 
the questions are as follows: 

The stroke counter will normally stand on the opposite side of the table from the 
umpire, and turn slightly towards each receiver when counting.  An assistant 
umpire (who sits or stands in this same position) may act as stroke counter. 

The stroke counter will announce each stroke loudly enough so that the umpire, 
players and spectators can all hear the count. 

The call shall be made immediately after the receiver has struck the ball and not 
delayed until the ball has been judged good or the ball has gone out of play. 
 

Match Two, a semi-final between two veteran women with well known defensive ability: 
This match was expected to run over time and I was called to umpire by the referee. The 
time limit was reached and I interrupted the game. It was then discovered there was no 
stroke counter on hand. This was unfortunate for the players as there was a much longer 
delay than there should have been before an official was found to take up the task. While 
the outcome of the match was probably not affected it illustrated that preparation for 
expedite must be thorough. 
 
Match Three, between two young women: 
I was referee at this district open tournament and felt there was a fair likelihood that the 
match would pass the 10 minute time allowance per game. I appointed an experienced 
umpire and time keeper, and briefed a stroke counter.  All was going according to plan and 
indeed in the 4th game the time limit was reached. A smooth transition to expedite was 
effected but two problems emerged. The umpire requested that the stroke counter count 
the good returns rather than the strokes. This was sorted out promptly and the stroke 
counter continued to count the receiver’s strokes immediately after the ball was struck. The 
second problem occurred during a long rally, when the ball was returned 12 times 
successfully and the umpire was about to award the point to the receiver before the 13th 
return was deemed to be good. As it turned out the return missed the table and so the 
server won the point, but only after an explanation to the umpire that 13 good returns were 
required. This reinforced once more that anyone’s understanding of the expedite system 
cannot be taken for granted. Even experienced umpires can get it wrong. 

  
A Mystery 
The expedite system will remain a 
mystery to those who have not 
personally been involved as either 
player, umpire or spectator. It is 
not often invoked in today’s 
predominantly attacking game and 
so most are happy to remain in 
blissful ignorance of its intricacies. 
For me, the expedite system adds 
a sense of urgency to the game 
and I find it fascinating to see the 
change in a player who has been 
steadfastly defending during the 
match now trying to actually win  a 
point rather than wait for the other 
player to lose  it. 
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Continued over: 

CANTERBURY 

Ron Fleming, Canterbury’s Multi-Sportsman 
  
It would be hard to find a more multiple multi-sportsperson than Table Tennis Canterbury’s 
recently retired Chairman Ron Fleming . 
 

He has been a fitness trainer in athletics, rugby, hockey and swimming; he has been 
involved with soccer, badminton, motor racing and speedway; he has held positions (coach, 
committee member, treasurer, club captain and president) in most of the sports he has been 
associated with. His athletics activities began in 1960 and continue to this day. 
 

In 1971 he organised a Sports Medicine Seminar attended by Arthur Lydiard , coach of the 
legendary Peter Snell , and he was a committee member of the local branch of the NZ 
Federation of Sports Medicine for ten years. 
 

His sports administration awards include a diploma from the International Olympic 
Committee for his contribution to the development of sport and Olympism. 

South Island Teams Tournament 
 
These championships were held at the Barry Butler Stadium, Timaru, on the weekend of the 
5/6 June. 29 teams took part. District Associations represented were Nelson, Canterbury, 
Otago, Southland and South Canterbury. There was a close finish in the men's event - 
Nelson took the title with a 6-5 win over Canterbury 1 in the deciding contest. The women's 
event was an all Canterbury affair with Canterbury 1 defeating the No 2 team 7-4. 
  
Winners of other team titles were: 
U19 Boys - Nelson 1.   U15 Boys – Canterbury 2. 
U19 Girls - Canterbury 1.   Veterans – Canterbury 1. 
 
Overall, good table tennis was played. Except for a few delays experienced by some, the 
tournament went smoothly. 
  
Bruce Gloistein 

If at first you don’t succeed   ………. 
                       ……….Pretend you weren’t really trying! 

 
 
 

Ph 03 313 3449     Fax 03 313 3412          
email:donic@inet.net.nz 

327 Coldstream Road Rangiora  
 

http://www.donictabletennis.co.nz 
 

Dr Neubauer rubbers also available— Ask for free pamphlet 

Opinion... 
  OPEN OR CLOSED? 
 

2004 was another year which saw the Men's crown at the National Championships (see 
page 20) won by a foreigner, thereby thwarting any chance of another home-grown 
champion. This raises the issue of whether the NZ Championships should be open to 
overseas players or closed and restricted to just NZ players. 
 

Most players would aim to represent NZ and to win a NZ title - a goal that may not be 
achievable if the NZ Championships remain open, given the depth of quality foreign players 
coming to NZ. 
 

This year the top seed and eventual champion, Seo Dong Chul  from Korea, was a cut 
above the rest and it was unfortunate for Shane Laugesen , one of New Zealand's top 
players, that he met Seo in the quarter finals. Against anyone else, Shane may well have 
won and advanced further. 
 

The overseas players do however bring an international flavour to the Championships and 
provide good and often much needed competition for our top players. Traditionally we have 
had large numbers of New Caledonians and sometimes Australians and Fijians 
participating. They not only boost the numbers but they also enhance the profile of the sport 
and create publicity. These benefits are great for table tennis. 
 

Perhaps then the Australian practice of running an Open and a Closed Championship may 
have some merit. Our tournament schedule however is already cluttered and adding 
another tournament when we already have a Summer Nationals may be unrealistic. It 
would also create additional travel costs and it could cause problems with the weighting of 
the two events and the respective prestige given to each. Furthermore we could find 
ourselves in a situation where the same players participate in both events should overseas 
players choose not to come. 
 

My view is that we should maintain the status quo. NZ players still have a good chance of 
winning the Open Tournament - the last overseas Men’s singles champion before 2003 was 
H Abe from Japan in 1984. The Koreans brought world class table tennis to centre stage in 
Auckland. Seldom do we get the opportunity to watch players of this calibre and in my 
opinion the benefits to table tennis generally from the participation of overseas players are 
simply too valuable to forego.  At the end of the day everyone benefits from broadening 
participation - individual players get top class competition and table tennis as a sport is 
enhanced as a result of overseas competitors taking part in our National Championships. 
 

Wayne Gear 
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Continued over: 

 VOLUNTARY HOURS COUNTED UP 
 
Table Tennis Manawatu introduced a Service Performance statement into its annual 
accounts this year. Not a dollars and cents document but a statement that outlines the non-
dollar aspects of an organization. The most startling piece of information in this is that Table 
Tennis Manawatu has benefited from almost 4000 hours of volunteer effort. This equates to 
nearly two full-time employees!!! Of significance is the effort of Murray Holdaway  for 
tournament organization and Alan Pedley  for player development and promotion/publicity. 
They each have put in on average 20 hours per week throughout the whole year. 
 

During the last 12 months there have been some fundamental shifts in the functioning of 
Table Tennis Manawatu.  Most significant is the inclusion on the Executive committee of 
several non table tennis people with experience in higher level management. They have 
assisted the transition to a more strategic operation from a governance perspective. They 
look forward in an analytical manner for the sport as a whole.   
 

Financially, due to a lot of hard work (all voluntary), Table Tennis Manawatu has tripled its 
net worth this year. We can now say that TT Manawatu is financially stable. This does not 
mean secure. There is plenty of sound financial management still required to ensure 
financial viability in the long term. 

NZ Junior of the Year: Three in a row for Manawatu 
 
Table Tennis Manawatu  is pleased to announce that they have been successful with their 
nomination of Calvin Kwong  (photo below) for 2004 TTNZ Junior of the Year. 
 

In presenting the award, Table Tennis Manawatu took a moment to reflect on the past three 
years, whereby they have had their candidates win the award each year - 2002 with Blair 
Paterson , 2003 with Grant Gordon  and 2004 with Calvin Kwong . 
 

All three have seriously taken on the challenge to help build up the profile of table tennis in 
the Manawatu and their actions are encouraging others to take up the same challenge. 
These young men share a passionate view of where they want to be in table tennis. They 
set themselves targets and actively go about achieving them. They take the opportunities 
put to all players in the Manawatu and are proactive in creating their own opportunities 
beyond this. They do not shy away from the hard work needed 
to improve their game; and voluntarily assist with demos, 
coaching at schools and generally help at association events. 
They are well supported from home, and share a real desire to 
achieve. This has drawn them together and collectively they 
have reaped the rewards. It is wonderful to see them make 
such a positive impact. They are instrumental in the rebuilding 
of Table Tennis Manawatu, with its culture of working collectively 
towards common goals. 
  

Whilst all three are yet to break through to representing their 
country, they fit well into the required Junior of the Year criteria 
of playing performance/results, conduct, contribution to their 
local association and potential in the sport. 
 

MANAWATU 

South Korea Army Team Visits Christchurch 
 

An all-male team of eight top Korean players, including 2003 World Singles runner-up Joo 
Se Hyuk , spent a week in Christchurch before competing in the NZ Open in Auckland. 
 

During their stay they held ten practice sessions where they showed a willingness to 
practise with local players. On Saturday, 18 September they played exhibition matches 
against a Canterbury team which acquitted itself well by taking the odd game here and 
there. Of particular interest was the contest between six times New Zealand Champion 
Aaron Li  and Joo Se Hyuk. The Korean won 12-10, 11-8, 11-8. 
 

An audience of more than 200 appreciated the skills and agility of the visiting players. 

OBITUARY 
 

Keith Armstrong  
 

The death occurred on 25 July, 2004, of Keith Armstrong , a high-profile Table Tennis 
Canterbury administrator and veteran player. He was 72. 
 

Keith was a member of the team responsible for the Association’s move from their former 
Selwyn Street premises to the sparkling new Blenheim Road Stadium. He was heavily 
involved in the process through all its stages: negotiating the business transactions, 
physically moving the equipment, decorating the new premises and obtaining the spectator 
seating. Keith would be the first to acknowledge that the project depended on major 
contributions from others, notably Eddie Moore (now of Wellington), but with Keith’s passing 
the stadium will doubtless be seen by many as a monument to his memory. 
 

As a player, Keith was a regular supporter of NZ Veteran and South Island Championships. 
He won several doubles titles at these events, again partnered by Eddie Moore. 
 

Keith’s all-round administrative skills will be greatly missed by Table Tennis Canterbury, and 
also by the Harewood Club which he has led for many years and originally helped to set up.   

 
To this can be added his own sporting achievements which include several high placings in 
long distance running events. He won the Kaiapoi to Christchurch road race in 1962. 
 
And this still left time for table tennis. He was an A grade interclub player in the 1950’s, a 
member of Table Tennis Canterbury’s Management Committee from 1995-2000, and 
Chairman from 2000-2003. 
 
These days Ron is seen running for two hours twice a week 
and has said he would like to have a crack at a marathon 
next year. He turns 73 next month, in case you’re wondering. 
 
To add a final touch to his versatility, he stepped comfortably 
into the boots of Father Christmas and spent a year or two 
bringing twinkle-eyed cheer to all ages, including TT Info’s 
editor (right).  
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Marlburian Succeeds at National Tournaments 
 
Megan Stratford  flew the Marlborough colours with pride at National level in 2004. At the 
NZ Championships in Auckland she reached the final of the Under 13 girls' doubles with 
Wellington's Lauren Watling  and picked up the junior girls' umpiring trophy for the third 
time. The umpiring award in particular was a remarkable achievement considering Megan is 
still under 13 and the trophy is open to all players attending the championships under the 
age of 19. At the South Island Championships Megan won the Under 13 girls' singles, Under 
15 mixed doubles, Under 15 girls' doubles, Under 17 mixed doubles, and Under 17 girls' 
doubles with her sister Kali . Kali was runner-up in the Under 19 and Under 17 girls' singles. 
 

It was a busy season for Marlborough with weekly junior coaching, junior competitions, 
interclub, the Marlborough Open and Marlborough Closed Championships, and the end of 
season dinner and prize-giving. 
 

Domestic title and trophy winners were: 
Under 15 Shield: Kieran Houlker and Aaron Stewart; Junior Teams Trophy: Matthew Pigou 
and Tim Crampton; A Grade Interclub Winners: Redwood Tavern Warriors (Matt Willis, Nigel 
Schultz, Amanda Niblett); Runners-up: Korotua (Ken Thompsett, Zarko Gorski, Orm Collins);  
 

Marlborough Closed Finals -  
M/S: M Millar bt M Willis, W/S: A Niblett bt K Stratford, MD: Millar/D Jones bt  Willis/ N 
Schultz, WD: Niblett/K Gilchrist bt K Stratford/M Stratford, XD: Millar/M Stratford bt 
Schultz/Niblett;  
 

Rankings  (Top 4 out of 10 in each category) - Men: M Millar, R Malosek, M Willis, P Wells; 
Women: A Niblett, M Kerwin, K Stratford, K Gilchrist; Boys Under 19: K Houlker, J Zhou, A 
Stewart, E Diamanti; Girls Under 19: M Stratford, K Stratford, S Lensen, N Burrows; Boys 
Under 15: K Houlker, A Stewart, E Diamanti, M Bush;  

Obituary  
 Bill Hurrey     -  (1912 – 2004) 

  
In 1947 Bill Hurrey and his wife Mavis were instrumental in founding the Northland Table 
Tennis Association. He built interest in table tennis and saw five sub-associations affiliated 
to Northland: Whangarei, Bay of Islands, Mangonui, Awanui and Northern Wairoa. 
Whangarei alone probably had 10–12 clubs. He fostered the game in the north with 
association and club contests. 
 

An average interclub player, he was noted for his steady backhand. 
 

He was often seen at the helm running tournaments at the old A & P buildings. Northland 
tournaments were well patronised from as far south as the Waikato.   
 

He took me as a young up-and-coming player to many tournaments around the country. 
This gave me the opportunity for match play away from Northland.  
 

Bill had very strong administrative skills and held various posts for Northland for more than 
30 years including President/Chairman. He attended many NZ AGMs as advocate for 
Northland table tennis and was NZ President from 1968 to 1969. 
 

In 1998, as Northland Patron, Bill unveiled a plaque to commemorate 50 years of table 
tennis in Northland. He remained Patron until the time of his death. 
 

Along with his wife, he was a tireless worker for Northland Table Tennis for many years and 
will be sadly missed. 
 

His memory is preserved at national level with the Bill Hurrey Cup, presented annually 
since 1979 to the Association winning the most junior titles at the NZ Championships. 
  
James Morris 
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Novelty Doubles 
  
Table Tennis Northland held its 4th Annual Garry Frew Memorial Doubles 
Tournament on 16 October. 40 players took part. Partners were drawn and hard bats and 
large balls were used. The emphasis was on fun. Competitors ranged in age from 7 to 
70+. Round robins were played in groups of four with the first and second place-getters 
going through to a main draw and the third and fourth pairings playing in a second division 
draw. 

NORTHLAND 

Continued over: 

Special Awards - Sportsperson of the Year Nominee: Megan Stratford; Most improved 
player (male): Jeremy Phipps; Most improved player (female): Kali Stratford; Most 
conscientious player: Janice Thompsett; Most improved under 15 boy: Michael Bush; Most 
improved under 15 girl: Frances Stubbs; Fair Play Cup: Simon Bush. 
 
Marlborough is a small Association but with the continued dedication and enthusiasm of 
the committee and players, the 2005 season should be another busy and rewarding one. 

MARLBOROUGH 

 However, the dire situation of financial embarrassment that was faced in 2002 is now a 
memory. We must ensure that systems and controls are continued to avoid such negligence 
again.  
 

In 2004 there has again been plenty of activity on the player development front. School 
demonstrations/promotions, continuation of a Junior Club which ran in Terms 1, 2 and 3 of 
the school year, and a coaching structure aligned to the TTNZ Skills Awards Program with a 
Bronze squad, a combined Silver/Gold squad, and a High Performance squad.   
 

23 Manawatu teams in various age categories were selected for the NZ Veterans 
Championships, 12 for the North Island Teams Events, and two junior boys teams for the 
NZ Championships. We also had a team represent Manawatu at the NZ School 
Championships, something which hasn’t happened in many years. Representative fixtures 
were arranged against Wellington, Wairarapa and Hawkes Bay, and Manawatu received an 
invitation to play in the Sutton Shield - a quadrangular tournament between Waikato, 
Counties Manukau and North Harbour. 
 

In recognizing the success of 2004, it is vital that the input and support of parents, partners, 
local businesses, charitable trusts and a small core of dedicated enthusiasts is recognized 
as fundamental to the growth of table tennis in the Manawatu.  



The winners were: 
  
Main draw 
1st: Cynthia Luke & Merv Luke 
Runners-up:  
Robyn Cross & Gavin Ball  
Second division 
1st: Graeme Jackson & Alf 
Moselen 
Runners-up:  
Paul Newman & Jamie Ball  
 
Also presented to Matthew 
Cross was the Peter Woodman 
Memorial trophy for the Most 
Improved Junior Player for 2004.  
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 Waikato Open Junior Championships  
Sunday, 29 August, 2004 

 

These championships attracted only 20 boys and 9 girls, competing variously in Under 19, 
17, 15 and 13 singles, doubles and mixed doubles events. This is despite the U19 and U15 
Boys and U17 Girls singles being part of the Northern Grand Prix Circuit. However, I believe 
the quality of players in some events reflected the attraction of Grand Prix points and believe 
we should continue to support the Grand Prix concept.  
 

The event started at 8.30 am and was completed by 4 pm, with a prize-giving at 3.15 that 
included all but the U19 doubles. Some top class table tennis was played featuring NZ 
representatives. From a parochial perspective, I was pleased to see ALL Waikato juniors 
receive either a winner or runner-up certificate. Auckland’s Nathan Lowe dominated the 
U19 and U17 Boys events. Authman Al-Saudi (Auckland) won his first open title and Villa 
Yan confirmed her form in the senior events with upset wins over Sally Ho and Armindeep 
Singh  to finish surprise runner-up in the U19 Girls as well as winner of the U13 Girls. The 
expected clash between Sarah Ho and Sophie Shu did not eventuate as Sophie won the 
U15 and U17 singles, whereas Sarah made a clean sweep of the U19 events.  
 

Once again the tournament is indebted to the volunteers, especially Marc Nichol, Lynnette 
Bellamy, Alan Ward  (Tournament Referee), and several people who helped with the food 
and cleaning. 
 

Hamish Rennie     Tournament Controller 

WAIKATO 

On the Web from Waikato: 
 

The association has launched their new web site which can seen at:  
       http://www.plumbpak.co.nz/wtta/  

They have also created a chat group at:   
     http://groups.msn.com/TableTennis Waikato  

Presentations 
 

L/R: Paul Newman, Alf Moselen, Jamie Ball (in 
front), Cynthia Luke, Graeme Jackson, Merv 

Luke, Robyn Cross, Gavin Ball. 

Midweek Morning Club Turns 30 
 
The midweek club run by the Empire Table Tennis Club in Petone has recently celebrated 
its 30th birthday. 
 

It began modestly with an average attendance of 12 players. The average is now 57, 
maintained over almost six times as many club mornings per year. The early seasons 
consisted of one morning per week for about four months. The club now operates twice a 
week throughout the year. 
 

Most members are over 55 years of age - very different from the way things started out. “In 
the early days club mornings were rather like a crèche or kindergarten,” said Margaret 
Allardyce , who set up the club in 1974. “There were often as many children as players but it 
met a need - a meeting place and a recreational time for young Mums and older women.” 
 

As well as the increase in older members, another change in the club over its thirty years is 
the gender mix. It was seven years before the first male joined but now men and women 
attend in roughly equal proportions. As these changes took place, and after a big 
membership surge in the early 1990’s, Margaret Allardyce observed a new dynamic. “The 
atmosphere became more vibrant. Morning talks began - a time to share events and notices 
and have a laugh.” 
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WELLINGTON 

CHANGE OF PERSONNEL 
 

At the Annual General Meeting of Table Tennis Wairarapa on 4th October, Ken Brader was 
unanimously re-elected as Patron. Ken is believed to be the oldest person playing table 
tennis in New Zealand. 
 

Delegates from affiliated clubs then decided it was time for a change of administrative 
personnel. The new Executive Committee is: 
 

Patron  Ken Brader   President Jim Collins  
Secretary Karen Collins – 66i Paierau Road, R D 1, Masterton, Ph 06 378 2535 
Auditor W Whiteman      Treasurer Judy Leckie  
Committee Garry Hewson, Terry Down, Joe Quaedvlieg, Rose Oran ge, 
  Des Orange, Chris Tait, Malcolm Willoughby, Paddy  Field 
 

The new Executive looks forward to working closely with all clubs within the Wairarapa, and 
all Associations in New Zealand, to promote the game of table tennis. Their aim is to 
encourage and promote table tennis at all levels. 
 

PETER GREENLEES REMEMBERED 
During the meeting delegates were honoured to receive a trophy in memory of their late 
former Patron Peter Greenlees. The lovely trophy was kindly donated by Jennifer 
Greenlees on behalf of her family, and is for annual presentation to Wairarapa’s most 
promising junior table tennis player. 

WAIRARAPA 

Continued over: 



Very early in its life the club became a focal point for other midweek clubs in the greater 
Wellington area. At the end of each season players from clubs in Paraparaumu, Tawa, 
Johnsonville, Paparangi, Vogelmorn and Wainuiomata joined Empire players to compete in 
an open tournament. Numbers at this event reached 100 in 1981. It remains an annual 
fixture. 
 

Margaret Allardyce retired from the club in 1998. Trevor Billows  (now deceased) took over 
for two years, and Lois McStay  is now the club’s main co-ordinator. 
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Coach Education Pioneer          By John Kiley 

 
Three years ago we published a profile on Canterbur y’s Trevor Flint. He had just 
been made a Life Member of TTNZ in recognition of m ore than sixty years dedicated 
to table tennis. Aged 79, he is still active today.  
 
The profile included his remarkable record of 200 representative matches for Canterbury. 
He was also Canterbury President for 20 years, and managed or assisted at several NZ 
Championships and two specialist international events – the 1983 World Deaf Games and 
the 1999 World Wheelchair Games. 
 

He competed in the 1951 World Championships, achieved a peak ranking of No 2 in New 
Zealand, represented the South Island five times, and served a term as a New Zealand 
Selector. 
 

And yet Trevor’s enduring legacy lies in none of these achievements. He will be 
remembered primarily for his pioneering work in coaching and, especially, coach education.  
 

Vision 
Whether or not they realise it, present day coaches at all levels are benefiting from Trevor’s 
trail-blazing vision which began in 1964, leapt forward in 1968, bore fruit throughout the 
1970’s, and has been steadily built on and refined by countless other coaches since his 
retirement as NZ Director of Coaching in 1980. 
 

Trevor Flint turned to coaching in 1964 after business commitments and a back ailment 
forced his premature withdrawal from top level competitive play. He had previously coached 
on a casual basis but now devoted all his energy to it. 
 

He trained a pool of coaches to each take a weekly squad of up to 12 young Canterbury 
players nominated by schools and clubs, and Trevor himself coached an elite squad. There 
was fierce competition among the coaches to produce the best players, and equally fierce 
competition among the players to make the elite group. 
 

It was a popular move and quickly became a talking point in Canterbury. Even players not in 
the squads were inspired to try harder knowing there was now more to aim for and more 
opportunities of success. The whole culture of Canterbury table tennis changed. 
 

Eventually the results were reflected at national level. Canterbury juniors began winning 
more New Zealand titles and reaching more finals than ever before and Trevor’s reputation 
as a coach soared. It soon eclipsed his status as a former top player and his coaching skills 

were in demand well beyond Canterbury. 
 

Concrete Plan 
By 1968 Trevor Flint’s long term vision had materialised into a 
concrete plan for a nationwide co-ordinated approach to coaching. It 
was a watershed year for Trevor. He undertook, at his own expense, 
a fact-finding trip to Japan, Singapore, Hong Kong and Australia. He 
consulted with coaches, studied coaching methods, and observed the 
attitudes of young players to training. “In Tokyo I saw a large group of 
girls of about 17 or 18 concentrating solidly on the game for about 
three hours,” he said. “Those who were not playing were picking up 
balls for the others. Their attitude to practice was terribly serious.” 

�  

COMMONWEALTH CHAMPIONSHIPS  
AN IMPORTANT EVENT FOR NZ 
 

After expressing doubt earlier in the year over the value of New Zealand teams attending the 
World Championships (see previous issue of TT Info), Director of Coaching James Morris  is 
emphatically in favour of our teams regularly competing in the Commonwealth 
Championships. 
 

“Posting creditable results at the Commonwealths gives TTNZ the opportunity to put a 
strong case to the NZ Olympic Committee and SPARC for funding our high performance 
athletes,” he said after the team returned from the Championships in Kuala Lumpur in June. 
 

With Li Chunli and Karen Li both preparing for the Olympics and unavailable, New Zealand 
was represented by a men’s team only – led by the experienced Peter Jackson  and also 
comprising Andy Huang , Simon Wallace  and John Cordue . (Shane Laugesen, Andrew 
Hubbard, Aaron Li and Peter Craven were all unavailable for various reasons.) 
 

In section play the team beat Sri Lanka, Isle of Man and Malaysia; and lost to Australia, 
Wales and India. In a play-off for 5th/6th place, they lost to Scotland. 
 

In the individual events, Peter Jackson reached the singles quarter-finals and Andy Huang 
was runner-up in the consolation singles. 
 

“We have shown that we are capable of achieving competitive results,” said Morris. “Peter 
Jackson’s individual ranking is 5th and the team result 6th, out of 18 teams. This was a good 
performance considering NZ finished ahead of teams such as Canada and Singapore, with 
a young developing team. It indicates our potential for medals at the Commonwealth Games 
in 2006. As the World individual and team championships are now held separately, the 

Commonwealth event should 
be a high priority for NZ 
players.” 
 
At a meeting during the 
championships a progress 
report on the 2006 
Commonwealth Games in 
Brisbane was received, and 
the allocation of the 2010 
Commonwealth Games to 
New Delhi, India, was 
confirmed. L/R: Peter Jackson, Andy Huang, James Morris,  

John Cordue & Simon Wallace. 



- 38  - 

He returned home convinced that the key to raising New Zealand’s international standing 
lay in setting up a national coaching structure, educating a large pool of coaches, and 
raising the standard of training by our top players, senior and junior. His work in Canterbury 
and the manifest results of it could be paraded as a model and as proof that it worked. The 
plan became an obsession for Trevor and he was never to rest until it became a reality. 
 

His vision was ahead of its time and his proposals initially met resistance from the national 
decision-makers. But his determination prevailed and he was appointed New Zealand 
Director of Coaching in 1970. 
 

Green Light 
With stored up energy and enthusiasm to burn, Trevor moved instantly into top gear on 
receiving the long-awaited green light. By the early 1970’s national senior coaching clinics 
were regular events, regional live-in schools for juniors up to a week in length had been 
introduced, and a series of regional “Coaching of Coaches” seminars were held. The 
resulting nationwide pool of trained coaches enabled schemes similar to Canterbury’s to be 
set up in other regions. Players at all levels now saw a clear development path ahead of 
them: selection for local, regional and national training squads, paving the way to the 
pinnacle achievement - national team selection. Unlike before, when selection in a New 
Zealand team was an impossible dream for most and NZ Junior teams were unheard of, a 
system was now in place where at least the next step on the ladder was an achievable 
goal. Junior teams began a succession of annual trips to the Australian Junior 
Championships in 1978 and the Oceania Championships were inaugurated the same year. 
 

Hard Work 
As head of the whole operation, Trevor’s work throughout the 1970’s was gruelling. As well 
as running the coach education courses and conducting the national schools, he travelled 
to World and Commonwealth Championships as coach of New Zealand teams and also 
coached a team on a memorable trip to China. These experiences gave him further 
opportunities to observe coaches with international expertise and to apply and pass on his 
gained knowledge. 
 

Indelible Mark 
Coaching has come a long way in the decades since Trevor finally stepped down in 1980. 
Overseas coaches have worked here and NZ coaches have attended international 
workshops and generic courses with top level coaches from other sporting codes. New 
techniques are constantly evolving and our recently introduced Player Development 
Framework has even more clearly mapped out the promotional opportunities for young 
players.  
 

But it is no exaggeration to say that Trevor Flint’s vision laid the foundation for it all. A 
nationwide structure would doubtless have still arisen (eventually) without him, but by 
identifying the need forty years ago Trevor made a unique contribution. His tenacity, original 
ideas, sixteen years of hard work, and limitless enthusiasm to inspire others have all 
combined to leave an indelible mark on the history of coaching in New Zealand. 
 

To fittingly crown his career, in 2002 at the age of 77 Trevor was awarded the Order of Merit 
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List for his services to Table Tennis.  

 
WHO’S THAT?? 

 

 “These days Trevor promotes the game he loves by helping to run the Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings for the not so young at the Blenheim Road Stadium,” says Canterbury 
Publicity Officer Bruce Gloistein . “One of his duties is looking after the stadium bookings.” 
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Trevor is now barely known among the age-group he was once so dedicated to. Bruce recalls a 
recent incident: “A young boy standing beside me in the stadium pointed to Trevor Flint and 
asked ‘Who is that?’” 
 

It was a timely reminder that monumental careers like Trevor’s need to be preserved for the 
inspiration of all who follow. Trevor took up the sport at about the same age as the boy who 
pointed him out. Perhaps his story will inspire that boy, and other young table tennis 
enthusiasts, to try and emulate his achievements. 

 
TABLE TENNIS COULD HAVE LOST TREVOR FLINT IN 1954 

 

Ten years before Trevor Flint’s remarkable coaching career began in 1964, he was the victim of 
a cruel selection fiasco that could well have seen him turn his back on the sport for  ever. 
 

Representing New Zealand is an honour that lies beyond the reach of most players even today. 
But in Trevor Flint’s peak playing years it was a rarity for there to even be a New Zealand 
representative team, much less to get selected in one. The first officially selected team 
travelled to Australia in 1939 – only to have the tour curtailed due to the outbreak of the Second 
World War. One player (Russell Algie ) represented NZ at the 1948 World Championships - not 
an official selection but endorsed by the NZ Association, as were the New Zealand players at 
the 1950 and 1951 World Championships (Trevor was one of three to attend in 1951).  
 

The first time New Zealand sent an officially selected team to the World Championships was in 
1954. There was great excitement among the top players when the decision to send a team 
was announced. Trials were scheduled and the players advised that the best performers would 
be selected. Interest was widespread and all over the country a host of armchair “selectors” 
sharpened their pencils and confidently declared their team predictions. 
 

About Turn 
Then, without public announcement and without even informing the players, the national body 
did an about turn and instructed the selectors to favour young players with potential rather than 
automatically select those with the best results in the trials and major tournaments. 
 

With no knowledge of this revised selection criteria, Trevor Flint awaited the naming of the 
team with confidence. He had reached the final of the 1953 men’s singles, losing only to the 
legendary Bob Jackson . He was ranked No 2 in New Zealand that same year. He had 
performed well in the trials.  
 

He was not selected.   
 

And he had beaten all four selected players in the trials. 
 

The selection process was appallingly handled by the national body and the Canterbury 
Association protested on behalf of Trevor, and on behalf of another top Canterbury player, 
John Armstrong , who could also justifiably claim to have earned a place in the team. They 
didn’t question the policy of selecting young players (the 1954 Worlds launched the 
international careers of Murray Dunn and Garry Frew ), but deplored the lack of 
communication of the criteria to the trialists. 
 

It turned out to be Trevor’s only real chance of NZ selection and it was a bitter disappointment. 
He had every reason to respond by giving the sport away altogether but to his honour appears 
to have never even considered it. 
 

The rest is history.  



Four Rackets, One Sport: Racketlon!! 
 

 By John Kiley 
 
The racket sport equivalent of Triathlon, Decathlon, and all the other “lons” has arrived. In 
fact, more than arrived – it’s been around for 19 years. 
 

A group of enthusiasts in Finland got together in the mid-1980’s to organise a multi-racket 
sports tournament. Players competed in Table Tennis, Squash, Badminton and Tennis to 
determine the mailapelit (Racket Games) champion. The idea caught on – in 1986 the first 
Finnish Open was held and it’s been an annual event ever since. As many as 400 players 
compete. 
 

By coincidence, a year or two later the same idea was independently developed in 
neighbouring Sweden where it also became popular.  
 

By the early 1990’s the sport had spread to other European countries and the first 
international event was held in Sweden in 1991. The code was given an official name 
(RACKETLON); an official logo (see below); a website (www.racketlon.com); there is now a 
World Ranking List with more than 800 players on it; and a World Tour was introduced in 
2003. Now in its second year, it includes 12 tournaments in ten countries and will culminate 
in the World Racketlon Championships in Vienna, Austria, in November, 2004. 
 

Former Swedish tennis star Stefan Edberg is a recent open tournament winner. 
 

Racketlon Logo.  
Pingis is the Swedish word for Ping Pong.  

A new logo is being considered with  
all four sports in English. 

 

Rules  
The sports are played in the following order (from smaller 
to larger courts): Table Tennis, Squash, Badminton, Tennis. 
Players, or pairs, play one table tennis set to 21, changing 
serve after each five points. A two point winning margin is 
required. They then play a set of squash, a set of 
badminton, and a set of tennis - all under the same scoring system as for the table tennis. 
Scores are totalled at the end, and if they are even, a single point tie-break is played in 
tennis, drawing lots for serve and with the second serve eliminated to offset the server’s 
advantage. The normal rules for each code apply in all other respects, including the second 
serve in tennis. 
 

A break of up to three minutes is allowed between codes and there is a further three minutes 
warm-up period in the new code before scoring starts. 
 

The detailed rules, and a wide range of background information, news, and links, are on the 
website. 
 

 Widespread Participation  
The ranking list contains 685 men, 109 women, and there are smaller veteran and junior 
lists. Most ranked players are from Europe but there are some from countries as diverse as 
Nigeria, Egypt, South Africa, Australia, and yes, one from New Zealand (Andrew Sceats, No 
514 - see adjoining article). But so far all major tournaments have been held either in Europe 
or Canada. There is no sign yet of the sport reaching the United States or Asia. 
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Veterans Magazine 
 

Produced 3 times per year by Dennis Galvin “ �������������������������������� ”  concentrates on news of Veteran 
players (said to be over 40!). 
 

It is available at $3 per calendar year. If you wish to subscribe, pay to 
Dennis at P O Box 21-386 Henderson Waitakere City. (Ph 09 835-0993). 
 

Dennis's email is dennisgalvin@clear.net.nz  for contributions. 
    It is worthy of your support. 

�  

ANDREW SCEATS – NZ’S RACKETLON CONNECTION 
 

Andrew is primarily a Squash player, with some Tennis experience. He comes from 
Warkworth, boarded at Auckland Grammar and remained in Auckland until heading overseas 
in 1997. He now lives in Amsterdam and travelled to Belgium in June to play Racketlon. He 
saw it as a challenge to his all-round racket skills. “I had never played a game of Badminton 
in my life and very little Table Tennis,” he said. “I was intrigued how well I would perform 
knowing that I would probably hold my own in Squash and Tennis. I thought it was a great 
way to have a go at a couple of other disciplines I knew I would be poor at, in a low pressure 
environment. I had also heard it was a very sociable tournament and a great way to meet 
different people and cultures.”  
 

The tournament well and truly met Andrew’s expectations, in fact surpassed them. “I 
absolutely loved it. I'd have played more by now but for an injury. I was surprised at the 
international flavour. There were players who, in their strongest sport, play at top level, 
including highly ranked Swedish TT and Badminton players.” 
 

It was also a learning curve for the New Zealander. “I was beating one of my opponents 
really easily in the Squash and took it a bit easy and gave him a few more points but then at 
the end of the contest (after we had played the four disciplines) I found he had beaten me 
overall despite thinking I was the better all round player. The difference was that he was 
ruthless in the disciplines he was good at and I wasn't!!” 
 

So the popular maxim, never let up, applies to Racketlon as well. 
 

Andrew has lived in the Netherlands for 18 months and operates an agency for sportspeople 
of all codes, especially rugby, seeking playing contracts in Europe. 
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Table Tennis New Zealand is seeking information reg arding Table Tennis clubs 
around the country, as it builds a register of clubs (both affiliated and non-affiliated) as an 
aid to development and communication with existing, new and potential members. 
  

If, as an association or club administrator, you can supply names and contacts of clubs, 
please contact the national body at P O Box 867 Wellington or email 
ttnz@tabletennis.org.nz with the details. If as a player you also have such information 
they would also like to hear from you. Your help with this would be appreciated. 
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Open                 Winner                            Singles Runner Up  
Men's Singles        Malcolm Darroch (C)              Karl Samson (C) 
Women's Singles      Leanne Ridder (S)                Sandra Mitchell (S) 
Men's Doubles        M Darroch & K Samson (C) 
Women's Doubles      S Mitchell & L Ridder (S) 
Mixed Doubles        M Darroch & J King (C/S) 
B Grade  
Men's Singles        Karl Samson (C)                  Anthony Wilson (O) 
Women's Singles      Sandra Mitchell (S)              Leanne Ridder (S) 
Men's Doubles        D Samson & K Samson (C) 
Women's Doubles      S Mitchell & L Ridder (S) 
C Grade 
Men's Singles        Jack Chaney (C)                  Peter Hau (O) 
Women's Singles      Jessica MacAskill (S)            Patricia Swale (S) 
Men's Doubles        J Chaney & W Pringle (C) 
Women's Doubles      J MacAskill & P Swale (S) 
Over 65 years  
Men's Singles        Barrie Kendall (O)               Colin Neutze (S) 
Over 60 years  
Men's Singles        Barrie Kendall (O)               Colin Neutze (S) 
Over 50 years  
Men's Singles        Dave Samson (C)                  Colin Tipper (C) 
Women's Singles      Sandra Mitchell (S)              June King (S) 
Men's Doubles        D Samson & C Tipper (C) 
Mixed Doubles        D Samson & S Mitchell (C/S) 
Over 40 years  
Men's Singles        Malcolm Darroch (C)              John Fogarty (O) 
Women's Singles      Patricia Swale (S)               Sandra Mitchell (S) 
Men's Doubles        M Darroch & D Samson (C) 
Mixed Doubles        J Fogarty & S Mitchell (O/S) 
Under 21 years  
Men's Singles        Anthony Wilson (O)               Karl Samson (C) 
Women's Singles      Jessica MacAskill (S)            Leanne Ridder (S) 
Men's Doubles        K Samson & A Wilson (C/O) 
Women's Doubles      J MacAskill & L Ridder (S) 
Mixed Doubles        A Wilson & L Ridder (O/S) 
Under 19 years  
Boys' Singles        William Pringle (C)              Anthony Wilson (O) 
Girls' Singles       Leanne Ridder (S)                Kali Stratford (ML) 
Boys' Doubles        A Wilson & Y Yuen (O/WK) 
Mixed Doubles        A Wilson & L Ridder (O/S) 
Under 17 years  
Boys' Singles        William Pringle (C)              Jack Chaney (C) 
Girls' Singles       Jessica MacAskill (S)             Kali Stratford (ML) 
Boys' Doubles        J Chaney & W Pringle (C) 
Girls' Doubles       K Stratford & M Stratford (ML) 
Mixed Doubles        B Smith & M Stratford (S/ML) 
Under 15 years  
Boys' Singles        Jack Chaney (C)                  Stewart Van Zanten (C) 
Girls' Singles       Jessica MacAskill (S)            Megan Stratford (ML) 
Boys' Doubles        J Chaney & W Sew Hoy (C/O) 
Girls' Doubles       J MacAskill & M Stratford (S/ML) 
Mixed Doubles        J Chaney & M Stratford (C/ML) 
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Under 13 years  
Boys' Singles        Thomas Gudsell (SC)             Devon Baillie (S) 
Girls' Singles       Megan Stratford (ML)             Gemma Buzzard (S) 
Boys' Doubles        T Gudsell & A Nahar (SC/S) 

Entry Numbers Down at South Island Champs 
 
Despite Southland’s hospitable reputation, the 2004 South Island Championships attracted 
only 41 participants. This was well down on the last time Southland hosted the event in 
1999 and shows that more and more players are reluctant to travel as far south as 
Invercargill. This seems unfair when, in other years, Southland players loyally support the 
South Island and New Zealand Championships wherever they are played. 
 

Those that did make the effort to attend the event, some from as far away as Marlborough 
and Waikato, were treated to a well-run tournament at a first class venue. 
 

Canterbury’s veteran star and former New Zealand representative Malcolm Darroch won 
the men’s singles – a title he first won in 1984. Leanne Ridder of Southland won the 
women’s title. 
 

Southland junior Jessica MacAskill performed well, winning the Under 21, Under 17 and 
Under 15 girls’ singles. 
  
The event was supported by the Invercargill Licensing Trust. 
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A small contingent consisting of Lynley Barker , Val Beaver, Averil Roberts  and Janice 
Stead (manager) ventured across the Tasman to Canberra in October and participated in 
the Australian Veteran Championships. 
 

As a team in the over 50’s event, they finished 4th in the playing results after Japan (1), 
Victoria (2) and South Australia (3). But because Japan are not part of Oceania, New 
Zealand earned the third spot Bronze medal. A very fine effort. 
 

In the Over 50’s singles, Val and Averil advanced to the knockout draw by winning their 
sections with Averil then reaching the quarter finals. It is a tough competition. Combining in 
doubles they lost in the quarter finals to the eventual winners (Baker and Langley of South 
Australia). Val Beaver was the best of the Kiwis in the mixed doubles, reaching the semi 
finals partnered by M Wright (Victoria). 
 

Val and Averil also participated in the over 40 women’s doubles, reaching the quarter finals. 


