November  Sat 18 — Sat 25 Australian Veteran Championships Campbelltown NSW
December  Sat2 - Sun Annual General Meeting / Workshops Wellington
Thu 7 Entries Close — Summer Nationals
2001
January Sat 13 —Wed 17 Summer Nationals Nelson
March Thurs 15 Entries Close — NZ Veterans Champs
April Fri 13 — Mon 16 NZ Veterans Championships Christchurch
Sat 14 — Fri 20 Commonwealth Championships ~ New Delhi, India
Wed 25 Anzac Day Open Auckland
Sat 28 — Sun 29 Wanganui Open Wanganui
23 Apr — 6 May World Championships Osaka, Japan
May Sat5-Sun6 Marlborough Open Blenheim
Sat 19 Northland Open Whangarei
Sat 19 Southland Open Invercargill
June Sat 2 - Mon 4 South Island Championships Dunedin
Sat 16 — Sun 17 Nelson Open Nelson
Sun 17 Auckland Junior Open Auckland
July Sunl Wairarapa Open Carterton
Sat 7 Hawkes Bay Open Napier

Tue 10 -Wed 11 North Isl. Teams Championships Palmerston North

Thu 12 — Sun 15 North Island Championships Palmerston North

Sat 21 Otago Open Dunedin
AugustSat 4 — Sun 5 Manawatu Open Palmerston North

Sat 11 — Sun 12 Auckland Open Auckland
Sat 18 — Sun 19 Waikato Open Hamilton
September  Sat 29 — Sat 6 Oct New Zealand Open Auckland

Reminder  The new 40mm Ball is to be used at all Open tournaments in NZ from 1
May 2001. However The Summer Nationals in January and the NZ Open Veterans
Championships in April will be using the new 40mm ball
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Aaron Li (Nelson) winner of the
New Zealand Open Men'’s Singles
for the fourth year in succession.

Reports and results start page 18

Four extra
pages.

Our Team at the Olympics

L/R:

Li Chunli,
Karen Li,
Murray Finch
(Manager)
Peter Jackson




NO MEDALS, NO DISGRACE

Li Chunli, Japanese-based, Chinese-born, and citizen of NZ for the past ten years,
reached the final 32 of the women’s singles (the best NZ Olympic performance ever) -
and then met the World Champion....

Karen Li, also Chinese-born, student in Palmerston North and Chunli’s younger sister,
finished second in her group of three.....

Peter Jackson, NZ born and now living in France, finished third in his group but
matched a player seeded above him point for point ....

The women'’s doubles pairing of Chunli and Karen finished second in their group....
All players fully justified their Olympic selection and all played to their seedings.
Results:

Women's Doubles
Li Chunli/K Li beat T Brahn/J Reed (USA) 21-16, 21-8
E Schall/N Struse (Germany) beat Li Chunli/K Li 21-16 15-21 21-14

Women's Singles

Karen Li beat S Tepes Cancino (Chile) 21-12 21-12 21-16

J Jun Hong (Singapore) beat Karen Li 21-9 21-13 21-12

Li Chunli beat R Garkauskaite (Lithuania) 18-21 21-17 21-9 21-8
Li Chunli beat B Rodriguez Olate (Chile) 21-7 21-4 21-13

Wang Nan (China) beat Li Chunli 21-7, 21-15, 21-9

Men's Singles
C Baboor (India) beat Peter Jackson 25-23 21-18 23-21

P Korbel (Czech Rep) beat Peter Jackson 21-11 21-13 21-15

Team manager
Murray Finch’s diary
extracts start on
opposite page and
include a fuller
description of our
players’
performances, lots of
other table tennis
—— action, and a great
Ho, A inside view of the

I whole Olympic
experience.

G

Karen Li (left) during
a concentrated
practice session.

The Olympic table tennis Section Manager ~ Murray Finch kept a diary from 10
September to 2 October. Here are some extracts. The re’s heaps more on our web
site.

We breeze through Sydney Airport and are met by Peter Mitzkimmin and Belinda
Cordwell of the Athletes Services. What traffic congestion!! We dump our bags in our house
as soon as we arrive and head off to the venue as we only have 2 sessions in the
competition hall and one is right now.

On the way back from training we stop at the dining hall for dinner - it seats 4,900 and is
open 24 hours a day. We try not to be too obvious looking for famous people.

Back to our section of the Village - we have a Whakaheke (Maori carving) over the entrance
and Kiwiana everywhere - including a selection of AA road signs.

Today is Reebok outfitting day. Breakfast at 8.00am (everything that you eat or
drink is free, including McDonalds), and then off to the Reebok warehouse. The amount of
gear we get from Reebok is amazing - 34kg including bags, casual, sports and playing
gear. Back for more training at 7.00pm and dinner at 9.30pm. Chunli has a minor problem
with stomach and leg cramps and has some blood tests to ensure it is nothing more than
travel fatigue.

An excellent training session with everyone looking sharp, especially Karen. Chunli
has no recurrence of yesterday's cramps and is moving well. At dinner we start introducing
ourselves to some of the new arrivals - yachting, equestrian, women's basketball and
swimming. Everyone is geared up and ready to go.

Dress rehearsal for the Opening Ceremony tonight with a crowd of 100,000 and an
unbelievable fire works display at about 11.00pm. We all sat on the grass in front of the
Village and watched. Karen and Chunli have decided not to march in the Opening
Ceremony as they have a doubles match at 11.30am on the next day. Peter is marching
because his first match won't be until the day after.

Team photo was an exercise in logistics. For some reason | ended up in row D (of
A-N, A the shortest). Some people must have lied about their height - | can't be that short!!

The draws were made today. Ours were a mixed bag. Chunli has a good group and the
doubles draw is good. Peter has a very tough match against the number two in the group
(Baboor of India), but Korbel (Czech Republic) is one of the better choices for No 1. Karen has
a very tough No 1 in Jing Jun Hong. The draw process was interesting with the draws for the
groups done by computer and projected onto a big screen. The seeds for the main draws
were drawn manually using a cardboard box and numbered table tennis balls.

There is a lot of discussion about who is marching in the Opening Ceremony and
who isn't. The Li's aren't marching neither is the hockey team, nor the track cyclists nor the
swimmers. The women's basketball team attract some attention by deciding to march
despite having a game at 9.00am the next morning that is a "target" game. The march in
was a life-time highlight — there was a huge reception from the crowd when we entered the
stadium. The rest of the Ceremony was amazing. The only downer was waiting in queues
for over an hour to get back into the Village.



The first match for the Li's is the doubles against Tawny Brahn and Jasna Reed of
the USA at 11.00am. We get off to a terrible start, down 0-5 after Karen served, looking out
of sorts until the second half of the game when they clicked to win 21-16, 21-8.

The start of singles play. Chunli and Karen play their toughest matches in group
play, Chunli plays Ruta Garkauskaite of Lithuania who has looked good in training and
Karen plays the impressive Jing Jun Hong of Singapore. Unfortunately for Karen she strikes
Jing in top form and has no answer for the quality and variety of her play although she tries
everything. Chunli starts slowly against Garkauskaite losing the first game 18-21 and
winning the second 21-17 before proving her class in the next 2 games 21-9, 21-8. Peter
starts tomorrow.

Peter plays an excellent match against Baboor, a player he has never beaten.
Baboor shows signs of nervousness as Peter puts him under pressure but Pete can't quite
close out a game, losing 23-25, 18-21, 21-23. Karen shows good form against Sofijer Teres-
Cancino of Chile winning 21-12, 21-12, 21-16. The doubles match is a disappointment. Both
pairs start poorly but the Germans show greater teamwork and composure at the end of the
first game to win 21-16. Chunli and Karen dominate the second game. Struse and Schall get
away to a good start in the 3rd and change ends at 10-5 up. In the confusion at change of
ends and service the playing order wasn't changed and this worked against us. It wasn't
picked up until 14-6. Chunli and Karen staged a comeback but were too far behind.

Good support from the Australians in the crowd - provided we aren't playing Australians.
Makes you feel a bit guilty about the shirt that sells at the airport which says “I support 2
countries, New Zealand and anyone playing Australia!"

Spotted a shabby looking character in the VIP seats watching Karen's match today. The
tatty baseball cap couldn't disguise Bill Gates of Microsoft fame.

Peter plays his second match against Petr Korbel and comes up against a class
act in good form. Peter played as well as he was allowed in losing 11-21, 13-21, 15-21.
Chunli demolishes Berta Rodriguez-Olate from Chile 21-7, 21-4, 21-13, qualifying for the
knockout stage - the last 32.

Karen and Peter are both finished now, or as you become known in the team, "tourists". The
stars of the game have all turned up and are training with a great deal of intensity. Back at
the village things are a bit gloomy as the Equestrian team have been denied a medal with 2
of the horses not fit for the showjumping.

I return to the stadium for the draw for the knockout stage of the women's singles. Chunli
was the second to last position drawn. There were two balls that | could draw, one to take
Chunli into position no. 2 playing top seed and World Champion Wang Nan and the other
against Michaela Steff in the middle of the bottom half. | drew position number 2. If we were
hoping for a bronze or a silver medal this is a bad draw. However if you want to beat the top
player the best time is in her first match.

Chunli puts up an excellent display in front of the NZOC hierarchy as well as the
return of B Gates. However Wang Nan showed why she is world number 1 with a exhibition
of controlled table tennis that restricted Chunli's opportunities to attack.

I had planned to get around some of the other venues today but | started at the
table tennis and never got away. The matches were amazing. Li Jia Wei of Singapore held 5
match points in the 4th game - leading 20-16 and then 21-20 against top seed Wang Nan
before Wang clawed back and won in 5 games. In the men's singles Waldner won in 4
against Iseki (Japan), and Roskopf and Legout had good 5 game wins.
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More great table tennis. Kong Linghui survives a huge scare to beat Blaszczyk in 5
games. Liu Guoliang comes back from 0-2 to beat Damien Eloi (France) in 5 games. Jing
Jun Hong's amazing run continues with a win against the remaining European in the draw
Michaela Steff in 4 close games.

I share a car with Belinda Cordwell and Joseph Romanos as we head to the main stadium
for the evening athletics session. Apparently you don't participate in the Mexican wave or
take photos while in the press box....oops.

Women's semi finals and men'’s quarterfinals. Jing Jun loses to the second seed Li
Ju of China. Wang Nan beats Atlanta silver medallist Chen Jing in 4 excellent games.
Waldner comes back from 0-2 against Samsanov to win 21-19 in the 5th in a display
befitting the master. Persson beats Pro Tour Champion Liu Guozheng, Liu Guoliang easily
beats Rosskopf and Kong Linghui recovers from 1-2 against Schlager to easily win the last
two games.

Back at home we admire the endurance of the Judo guys who come home at between 4 and
8am each morning, sleep until 10.00 to 12.00 noon, start talking about having a quiet night
and head out at about 11.00pm.

The whole team is a-buzz with Rob Waddell's effort in the single sculls: the first
(hopefully not the last) GOLD MEDAL. It proves that the nice guys can win as well.

Finals day for the women and semi-finals for the men. The women's singles is an all
Chinese affair with the court craft and ball control skills of top seed Wang Nan pitted against
the aggressive, power looping game of Li Ju. It made for an exciting clash of styles with
Wang winning in 5 exciting games. In the men's semis Kong Linghui lived up to his seeding,
defeating Persson in 4 games and Waldner, after losing to Liu Guoliang the first 6 or 7 times
he played him, continued his recent run of success against him and won in straight games
making a China/Sweden dream final.

When we get back to the house there’s a bit of a party going on with Karen and Chunli being
introduced to the basics of Judo, though how they are expected to compete with the suits on
backwards has yet to be explained. There also seems to be a bit of a weight disparity. All in
good fun.

After dinner we make our way to the Stadium for the finals. The atmosphere,
noise, and table tennis all add up to a great occasion. It was a great night for the Chinese
with Liu Guoliang beating Persson in 4 games for the Bronze medal and Kong Linghui
beating Waldner in 5 games for the Gold. That simple analysis doesn't do justice to the gold
medal match. Kong was faultless in the first two games. Waldner showed his class and his
brilliance clawing back to 2-2 and then the tide turned again with Kong getting away to an
unassailable lead early in the 5th. (Refer also article on page 26).
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The first day without table tennis seems a bit of a loss. Most people are finished
now. Some are at a loose end but others are getting out and supporting those of the team
still competing. The hockey team are trying to recover from the devastation of having victory
snatched from them by a pretty ordinary umpires decision last night.

We caught the ferry into town today - it's a great ride under the Harbour Bridge
and up to "The Rocks". The road cycling course is 17km and the race is 220km long. The
commentator was interesting - he didn't know the riders: there is the "other German", the
"rider from Kahzakstan", the "big American”, the "big Russian" and the "litle Mexican" to
name a few.

After the cycling | head into Darling Harbour to watch the boxing, hoping to catch up with a
few other Kiwis. Along the way | hear that the Hockey team has lost 1-7. They will be
devastated.

The softball girls have arranged a “mini olympics” for the NZ team. Basketballer
Megan Compain beats Hamish Carter in the scooter slalom final - it hasn't been a good
tournament for him! Then we move on to a number of athletic endeavours which have an
amber hydration component. It's a fun afternoon.

News is starting to filter back to us about the response of the media - especially
the tabloid media (Holmes, Deaker, Sunday News etc...) - and some talkback callers, to the
team's performance. It doesn't go down well that athletes are being accused of not giving
their best. This is the Olympics - everyone is giving 100%.

The bags are picked up by Air NZ and what a huge
logistical task this is. The Hockey team alone has 150!! It takes about 4 hours. The Closing
Ceremony is great, a fitting finish to a great event. It is a long night as we adjourn to the
dining hall afterwards (after another long wait at the gate to get back into the Village) and
then back to our place.

! We are a long time at Sydney Airport and the flight home is very quiet. We have
a brief reception when we get back to Auckland and then everyone drifts off. It's all over!!

With grateful thanks to
Murray Finch for
compiling his diary
and giving us all the
details.

Condensed and
edited by John Kiley.

A fuller version is on
TTNZ web Site.

Left — enjoying a
meal in the huge
cafeteria: L/IR —
Peter Jackson ,
Karen Li and

Li Chunli.

How do we get more table tennis in the paper. Some  suggestions.......

Is No News really Good News?

By Dennis Galvin, TTNZ Director of Publicity

A few years ago Table Tennis New Zealand set up a n  etwork of association publicity
officers. The two-man national office would handle national tournaments, events and news.

It is hard to assess the success of this. From a casual observation some associations have
had great success, while others are apparently unsure of their duties.

The national office has been reduced to one and a lot of the publicity has been spent in
Table Tennis Info by volunteer Robin Radford and staff member John Kiley , who both fit
other publicity into their normal chores and TT Info.

I am trying to assist and advance the national cause using my 48 years of print media
journalism in New Zealand, Australia, Japan, England and Yugoslavia. This article, | hope,
will assist publicity officers to help us advance the sport from Page 72 to at least Page 5.
But it is a tough task because the sport is always at the mercy of the sports editors or sub-
editors who would be hard-pressed to give us 10cm of space unless you could show that
one of your players served so fast the receiver finished in the carpark.

I am well aware that many of you either don't like writing anything, including a letter to your
granny, and others can go on for page after page describing in great detail the inside of the
stadium and the lineage of the contestants, but here are some suggestions dealing with the
print media:

INTRODUCTIONS
After your appointment as association publicity officer visit the local newspapers; the twice-
weekly throwaways and/or the daily newspaper whose head office may not be in your town;
and introduce yourself to the sports editor, editor, news editor, chief reporter and sports
reporters. You can guarantee that at least one has “played table tennis a bit”, “used to hit
around with dad in the garage” or “yeah, | was pretty good once”. This is a great means of
continuing a conversation. Take down their names and phone numbers, faxes and email
addresses. Invite them down to your stadium for a hit, and keep in touch with them even if
there is nothing doing.

VALUE

Make sure you have something of value to give them, because you are still competing for
that 10cm against “major” sports. Don't bother them with trivials such as a club under 7
handicap doubles, but a lot depends on what they will accept, whether they have the space,
or whether other news has dried up, so keep on informing them of what is going on.

Don't get too miffed at what they do not print; it may be Pulitzer Prize stuff to you but that
week they may have something better. At the recent North Island championships at Taupo
and the nationals at Christchurch piles of copy was sent out each day. NZ's largest daily,
the NZ Herald printed about 4cm for the whole week of each tournament.

KISS
Do not over-write. Keep It Simple, Sportspeople. Don't try to fool the reporter. If asked a
guestion and you don’t know the answer, say so, and tell the reporter you will get back to
him/her.

If asked by a reporter a difficult question don’t say “no comment”---- that really hacks off a
newsman.

Continued over page.



No News — Good News - from page 7

I am itemising these because you may have handed in a “great” story. But any journalist
worth his/her salt will look at it and then ask questions. They are trained to do this, so you
must accept that your “great” story may not be anything like the story that appears in the
paper....... except that facts must be retained, and if not then you have a reason for
complaint.

For that reason, always keep a copy of what you supply.

BE CALM
But, even after the fact, never have an argument with the reporter, never lose your temper
or get in a huff.

Read the Letters To The Editor of any newspaper and you will see that there are many top
contributors ........ some even better writers than the Editor, but don't tell him/her that.

Make sure all relevant information is contained in your opening sentences. Years of
research have proved that readers are attracted by the headline to the introduction, then
from the introduction to the story. Interest wanes after everything is gleaned from the early
development of the story. So ensure you have the where, what, how, who, when and why of
your story in the opening sentences.

If you have the details accompanying your story do not use valuable space to write the
results all over again in story fashion. It is easy to see that the writer was not even present
at a match when you see in the details: J Smith (Wellington) bt A Brown (Wanganui) 21-11,
11-21, 21-11, preceded by a story, which says “J Smith of Wellington beat A Brown of
Wanganui two games to one”. That is repetitive, and so space wasting.

Submit your story so you can discuss it with the reporter. If you have to post it or have it
delivered make sure your name and contact number is clear.

Write double-spaced and ALWAY'S write one-side only.

Eliminate cliches..... ie “Jimmy was stubborn as a mule in losing to....”

Don't waste space.....ie “The games finished at 2am in the morning”.

Early next year we hope that we will have produced a pamphlet for all publicity officers,
including how to deal with major tournaments, setting up a news centre, photography and
radio.

In the meantime if you would like some questions answered please contact TTNZ or
Dennis Galvin,

PO Box 21-386, Henderson, Waitakere City.

Phone/Fax/Answerphone: (09) 835-0995 E-mail: dennis.galvin@xtra.co.nz

At the recent NZ Championships it was delightful to see a former player, Miriam Montigue
(nee Dennis), now in her late 70’s. She was so keen to see the finals that her daughter had
brought her straight from hospital in a wheelchair.

Miriam was a prominent player in the mid 40’s and was involved in the formation of
Canterbury Table Tennis in 1937. Until her illness earlier this year she played in the mid
week club.

Trevor Flint

International Umpire Michael
McAvinue selected to umpire at the
Sydney Olympics, reports on his
second Olympic experience, having
also attended Barcelona in 1992 .....

The stadium setting was magnificent —
one of the best I've seen but by no
means the largest. At the start of each
round the umpires marched into the
arena and each umpire was announced.
I was privileged to lead the umpires out
at the start of the tournament. | umpired
22 matches. The women’s and men’s
singles finals were the best table tennis
since the Worlds’ in China in 1995.

We received a very nice uniform and
accessories which | will wear with pride
around NZ table tennis venues. The
transport to the centre from McQuarrie
University where the umpires were
staying was not too bad but going home
normally involved a two hours or more
wait. Not very satisfactory. If you went to
town instead of coming back on the bus
it took two and a half hours to walk from
the nearest railway station. We would
arrive home at about midnight.

We were given a meal allowance of $25
per day but most umpires arranged their
own meals due to the high cost of food
at the venue (sausage - $8; small piece
of fish - $6.60; 500m| water - $6;
sandwich $6.60; coffee - $4.50).

The umpires were invited to a society
wedding during the Olympics — the
deputy referee married the ITTF racket
control chief. We formed a guard of
honour and when the couple entered for
the ceremony we all held up our yellow
cards.

There were many enjoyable moments at
the games. It was a great tournament.
The fantastic atmosphere, a great band
of umpires, very friendly volunteers and
officials, all made for me one of my most
memorable appointments. Roll on
Athens?

As Michael McAvinue arrived back from the
Olympics, another New Zealand international
umpire was packing to leave for Sydney. Averil
Roberts was one of 54 international umpires
selected to officiate at
the Paralympic
Games in late
October.

Averil (pictured) was
approached during the
Oceania
Championships and
offered the position.
To qualify, she was
required to sit and
pass an examination
on the specific rules
for table tennis players

with disabilities.

These rules give special consideration only to
players confined in wheelchairs. Normal
international regulations apply to all other
disabled players. In wheelchair play alternate
hitting is not required in doubles - either player
can hit the ball. Normally each player covers
one half of the table. Further, alet is called
whenever:

The serve bounces once and passes over

the side of the table rather than the end

(singles only).

The ball bounces on the table and drifts

back towards the net as a result of

backspin.

Two hundred and seventy-two players
competed in these games. The table tennis
was conducted in the same venue as the main
Olympics. Twelve competition tables operated
and each match had four officials: an umpire,
an assistant umpire, and two ball persons to
pick up the ball after each rally.

Great that we had an umpire there, but what
about players? Did any New Zealand disabled
player qualify? No — but one (Barry Wynks,
featured in our March 99 issue) is good enough
and should have gone. See next page to find
out why he didn't.



Paralympics in Sydney

HUGE BARRIER FOR PLAYER WITH DISABILITY
By John Kiley

While “barrier-free” attitudes towards people with
disabilities are claimed to be more prevalent today than
ever before, this was little consolation to New Zea  land
table tennis player Barry Wynks (pictured) when he
discovered the barrier he had to surmount to qualif y for
the Paralympic Games at the Sydney Olympic Stadium

last month.

Barry has been a strong table tennis player for well over
three decades and holds his own against all able-bodied
players his own age in New Zealand. Since birth he has
lived (and played table tennis) with an artificial leg and an
extremely short right arm which swings from his shoulder.
Despite the obvious effect of this on his balance and
mobility, he hits the ball with great accuracy and ferocious
spin, and covers the table well. This year alone he won the North Island Over 35 and Over
45 Men'’s Doubles, was runner-up in three other events, including the Over 45 Men'’s Singles
and two Over 35 doubles events, and won the Manawatu Closed Championships.

During 1999 he was given the opportunity, with assistance from community funding sources
in Palmerston North where he lives, to compete in a special international tournament in
Taiwan for table tennis players with disabilities. He was hoping, and had been led to believe,
that at this tournament he could demonstrate where he stood in comparison with others at
his level of disability and, hopefully, prove he was good enough to compete in the
Paralympics.

He was devastated by what he learned in Taiwan.

He began by finding out that he was easily good enough to qualify. He beat a player who
was already a certainty for qualification 21-12 , 21-12. He then learned the full story of the
qualifying process.

In brief:

All table tennis players registered with the ITTC (International Table Tennis Committee
for Disabled Persons) are divided into eleven categories. Category 1 is for wheelchair-
bound players who are unable to hold the bat and have it taped to their hands; Category
11 is for players with minimal disability; all others are graded on a continuum between
these extremes. Barry is in Category 8.

Players collect points by winning matches against others in their category. It's not a
rating system, but a points system — the difference being that a rating system is on-
going with the rating points retained from one year to the next, and new players entering
the system allocated “start points” based on their first few results so that they are
quickly placed close to their true position. With a points system, everyone starts from
zero each year.
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Points can only be scored at qualifying tournaments. Twelve are held each year, plus a
two-yearly World Championships which carries bonus points.

The top 20 on the points table in each category as at 31.12.99 qualify for the 2000
Paralympics.

This left Barry with the task of building up his points in what remained of 1999. It was
calculated that to ensure qualification he would have to play in eight of the twelve
tournaments. At first, costings were worked out for the two other southern hemisphere
tournaments — one in Australia and one in South Africa. Combined with the Taiwan event,
the total cost would have been $23,000. This includes not only air fares, but entry fees as
well which vary from US$800 to US$1000 and also cover accommodation and food for as
many as eight days. Those three tournaments alone are unlikely to gain him qualification
because, with low points to start with, he would almost certainly get a bad draw and have to
play someone very hard to beat from near the top in his category.

To play in more tournaments would, in most cases, mean a trip to Europe each time. That
would cost, per trip, about $10,000. Add loss of earnings to that and the all-up cost of
qualifying for the Paralympics would be in the vicinity of $80,000.

“There are disabled players in France receiving US$1000 per month in assistance from
government sources to allow them to compete on the international circuit”, said Barry after
mingling with the players at the Taiwan
tournament.

Dreaming of similar assistance from our
government would be just that, a dream. But
surely there are fairer systems. The existing
process heavily penalises players in this part of
the world. A rating system, allowing players to
reach their correct position quickly and to build up
points over a longer period is much fairer, and
better still would be a continental qualification
system (like the main Olympics) where a set
number of qualification positions are allocated to
each continental zone. Our players would then
not need to travel beyond Oceania.

Barry estimated that his true position in the
Category 8 rankings would be, at the very worst,
No 14 — possibly as high as 8.

We tried to contact the ITTC for a defence of their
perplexing system but, with no email or fax and
not being able to even make the phone ring let
alone get it answered, we flagged it for now and
will write a letter in due course.

(isﬁisﬁiiiiiiiinﬁ\

In the meantime, Category 8 players competed wishes
against each other in Sydney while Barry Wynks *, all members and readers a *,

stayed at home, watching the “barrier-free”

, o great Christmas and New
Paralympics on television.

Year.
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By Dennis Galvin

Where to now?

The ninth wonder of the world, the 2000 Olympics,
have finished, the summations have concluded, the
athletes have returned, the disappointed can search for answers and to the victors still go
the spoils.

What and where, now, for table tennis?

We sent three players, equaling the largest contingent since the sport was embraced by the
Olympic movement in 1988, and we rated six out of 10 by a prominent national daily, a
rating far above other sports represented.

In the national post mortems it is obvious that Athens 2004 is not too many tomorrows away
and most sports will have a tough time persuading financial sources that Sydney was a
hiccup and that they can promise much more in Greece.

Many sports will argue that finance was the only problem they had in not doing as well as
their national bodies promised. Their athletes had tough international competition ruled out
by lack of finance for setting up coaching and training schedules.

Table tennis will be faced with many problems in the next four years, not the least being that
the two outstanding players in the past decade, Peter Jackson and Li Chunli, will be over 40
when Athens beckons so it is doubtful if they will be representing then.

Jackson and Chunli have made it to the top of New Zealand table tennis by spending
thousands of dollars on themselves and by spending up to 11 months of the year overseas.

TTNZ can send them only a token in financial appreciation of what they have done for NZ,
and themselves. TTNZ has compared its income from the players, tournaments and the
Hillary Commission to its commitments to all bases of the sport added to what it could spare
for our international players. Compared with other countries it is an embarrassingly low
output to our top players, but TTNZ feels just as bad about that as the players.

Other New Zealand sports that failed in Sydney gave no favours to table tennis.

To think that world champions Blythe Tait, Beatrice Faumuina, Hamish Carter, Barbara
Kendall and Aaron Mclntosh could only produce two bronze medals, and all the swimmers,
wrestlers, shooters, track and field team, cyclists ....... in fact, almost everyone else, except
Mark Todd and Rob Waddell, under-performed.

Compare those efforts with Li Chunli’'s and we must feel that fate, in the form of a final 32
draw, was terribly cruel to Chunli in meeting the world champion.

But that was yesterday.

Karen Li will only be in her mid-20s in Athens and we have to start now in developing a team
around her for 2004 and 2008.

Our selection, coaching, high-performance and marketing committees must now be
prepared to sell their souls for Athens. We have some fine players in the 12-18 age group,
so we make them our hopes as 16-22 year olds.

Continued next page.
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We have an academy at Nelson that is not being over-used by TTNZ, rather it seems that the
academy is jealously scorned by some associations. God knows why. We should be taking
every advantage we can of that facility.

We must start tomorrow putting together a team for Athens and try to find the funding to school
these youngsters. The Chunlis of today, Binbin Zhu, Jiani Hu, Sandy Wang, Andy Huang,
Nathan Lowe, Josh Alexandre, Adrian Soh, Florence Li, etc etc, must be grouped, specialised
and nurtured with Athens in mind. Six months before Athens is too late to find what we have.

We must also put into place a coaching team and a management team, and these must be
separate in personnel. It is one thing to manage and another to coach.

The Commonwealth Games are only two years away but that is too soon to train a team.
Shane Laugesen is still young enough, and is keen enough to fight for higher honours by
playing overseas. There are a few NZ-domiciled players who also fit into that category for the
Commonwealths, but let’s get the kids into the Olympic frame of mind.

Let's develop China, Sweden and Japan for our overseas training. Let the associations get on
with developing the core of the sport. Let the Games (Athens) begin now. We have a case now
for more finance to let all this happen, so let’s force the issue.

| predict that finance will not be such a problem for Athens, if the Hillary Commission and the
government have learnt anything from Sydney.

To help TTNZ find out what the junior juniors are thinking Table Tennis Info invites all table
tennis players under 16 to write to us and tell us what you want, now and in the future.

Letter to the Editor
CURRENT RATING SYSTEM

I understand that the Rating System exists for the purpose of determining eligibility for the B
& C grades at the North Island, South Island and National Championships. It is also used for
seedings at some local tournaments. Because the rating system is used nationally, it is
essential for it to be both fair and accurate. Unfortunately | feel that the current rating system
has some shortcomings resulting from:

1. players being included in the rating list who are not currently playing NZ tournaments
2. the present weighting of players

1. The effect of including “non active" and/or non-resident players in the list - ie. those who
have not competed in tournaments in NZ in the year 2000 (eg. Paul Bowman, Sean Chen,
Chen Lei, Peter Jackson - who has not played in an open tournament in NZ since 1997), is
that lesser players get pushed down the ranking list. Those who are pushed below the top
25 then qualify for B grade when in effect these players may well be in the top 25 players
actively competing in NZ tournaments.

2. Under the current system, Junior and Veteran players receive Open rating points when
competing in restricted events (ie. Junior or Veteran events). Therefore it is possible for such
players to achieve a high Open rating without necessarily even playing an open event.
Furthermore players in these restricted groups have two chances to increase their open
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rating, effectively "double dipping". It is also possible that under the present system two
Juniors could have an Open rating which conflicts with their respective rankings in the
Junior Division.

To overcome these problems, | believe that Open ratings should relate to Open events
only and that only players regularly playing in NZ tournaments in the current calendar
year should be included in the Rating list.

If we cannot achieve a fair and accurate rating system, then maybe we should consider
abandoning the current system altogether and run the North Island, South Island &
National Championships as they do in Manawatu ie. play offs in groups with the top 2 from
each group qualifying for the main draw and the 3rd & 4th players qualifying for B grade
and the last two in each group qualifying for C grade.

Under this scenario, a player could not be in both the Open section and the B grade
section. The current rating system would then be superfluous and local associations could
determine their seedings based on the rankings (some Associations already do this).

Finally | advise that | am not against having a rating system in principle. However | do
believe that the current system is flawed and its shortcomings need to be addressed.
Hopefully my comments and those of Ron Garrett in his article "Points to Ponder" in the
last TT Info magazine, will encourage others to give thought to finding solutions to the
problems outlined above. | would certainly welcome any comments on the rating system
generally.

Wayne Gear Auckland

"#$

by James
Morris

The Rating system for 2001 has been finalised and circulated to associations. The only
changes from 2000 is that players will not be displayed on the list if they do not play in any
rating matches for 12 months or longer, and the weighting applied to the Summer Nationals
has increased from 1.5 to 2.0.

A seven page university paper on the “Organisational
Analysis of Table Tennis New Zealand” was written
earlier this year by an Otago university student.

It traces the history of table tennis as an organised sport
in New Zealand and thoroughly analyses its structure
and administrative organisation. It also makes comments
on the impact of increased working hours and changing
social and economic conditions on organised sport. But
light reading it ain’t!! If you've got a good dictionary and
want to know more about “... groups set up to focus on
specific tasks and formal hierarchies established
(differentiation and institutionalisation) completing the
grass roots stage of development...."”, then we can

arrange to send you a copy (for a token copying fee).
9 y Py ( pying fee) “And you thought a concrete

floor was tough!”
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The hot topic at the moment seems to be NZ sports p  eoples’ achievement at the
Olympic Games in Sydney.

There’s been plenty of debate. One of the issues is how effective the newly announced high
performance centres in Auckland, Wellington and Dunedin will be. These centres are to
provide facilities and services for elite sports people. The Sports Foundation sees this as
the answer to NZ's successful sporting future. | beg to differ.

What do these centres offer?

Basically they will offer sports medicine, and sports science services. Also courses for
professional development, eg athletes wanting help in career paths after their sporting
careers are over. The centres will work on a carding system where the Sports Foundation
has carded 23 sports (national sports organisations). Their athletes will have access to the
high performance centres. The degree of free services available will depend on the level of
ability of the athlete. Eg Rower Rob Waddell will hold a gold card and have access to all
amenities. These centres are basically athlete focused and not coach orientated although |
understand coaches can attend with their athletes.

Where does all this leave table tennis?

Sadly we are presently not one of the 23 carded sports!! The Sports Foundation has
criteria. | feel strongly that table tennis meets these criteria and we must do all we can to
become a carded sport. We need to become carded to increase our funding chances.
Being viewed as a serious sport is important.

How can we become carded?

There are two important areas table tennis needs to look at:
We need more participants (look at the latest IMR figures!)
Elite players need to perform well at international level.

As these centres are still new and some not operational yet, there seems to be some doubt
as to eligibility as | have had conflicting reports from the Sports Foundation. | have been
told that an uncarded athlete still has access to the high performance centres but on a user
pay basis. Also if the sport is not carded then no individuals can attend.

I still need to be convinced that our individual table tennis players will benefit from the
services available at these centres. | guess time will tell and with a ministerial sports task
force under way at present, anything could happen!

Good Serving
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